ONTONAGON COUNTY FAMILY SUPPORT PROGRAM
The Family Support Program is a VOLUNTARY program that provides help and supportive services to families who:

1. Are eligible for Family Preservation or Family Reunification Services

2. Have had an open Foster Care, Protective Service, Prevention or Delinquency case that was closed within the last 18 months.

3. Have had a CPS investigation within the past 18 months, or

4. Have had 3 or more CPS screen outs

The program lasts for 6 Months, with the Family Support Worker meeting with each family for a minimum of 1 visit per week of at least 2 hours or more.  During these visits, the worker will assist the family in a variety of areas, depending on the needs of the family.  Some examples of this include:

· Parenting Skills Education (Meeting children’s basic needs, setting limits and curfews, discipline and child management skills, reinforcing positive behavior, correcting problem behavior)

· Life Skills/Home Management Skills (Education, budgeting, meal planning and preparation, stress management, household organization and routine, identifying community resources, stress management)

· Parent/Child Interaction Skills (Growth and development, child safety, problem solving and discipline, behavior management, using rewards and consequences, positive recreational activities, helping children deal with their feelings.)
The Family Support Worker will meet with the family to identify specific goals for the course of the intervention, and will schedule activities with the family to achieve those goals.  Some activities will involve more formal instruction in specific skill areas, while other activities will be more informal.  The Family Support Worker can also help the family by providing transportation to/from different meetings or appointments, help the family identify resources in their local community, and assist the family with meeting their basic needs.

For more information on the program, contact:

· Ontonagon County Department of Human Services:  906-884-4951, OR
· Teaching Family Homes:  906-249-5437 or 800-292-5260
